
 
 

BOOK CLUB  
DISCUSSION GUIDE 

 
Preparation 
 

●​ Invite a few people to gather online or in person to discuss The Shepherd 
Within. ​
 

●​ Decide on a day and time, location, length of meeting, facilitator, and 
whether to have snacks. ​
 

●​ Decide if you want to add a social before or after the discussion. ​
 

●​ If you want to open and close the meeting with prayer, offer these 
opportunities to members of the group. ​
 

●​ Encourage people to read the book carefully and fully before the book club 
gathering. 

 
 
Gathering 
 

I.​ Introduction​
 

●​ Welcome everyone to the gathering.  
●​ Give a brief overview of your time together. 
●​ Note any practical details like location of the restrooms. 
●​ Go over ground rules for discussion. 
●​ Ask people to briefly introduce themselves (if needed).  
●​ Opening prayer (if desired) 
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II.​ Discussion 
 

1.​ What are your general impressions of the book? ​
 

2.​ Did the concept of God’s incarnational initiative resonate with you? ​
Why or why not?​
 

3.​ Did the book impact your understanding of the incarnation? ​
If so, how? ​
 

4.​ What are your thoughts on the author’s reflections on God’s inbreaking 
along the navigational path and the path of disruption?​
 

5.​ What insights, stories, or issues in the book stood out to you? Why? 
Perhaps read a passage that impacted you and explain why. ​
 

6.​ What questions did the book bring up for you? Did it surprise you in any 
way?​
 

7.​ What is the most important takeaway of this book for you?​
 

8.​ Any final thoughts to share? 
 
III. Close  
 

●​ Thank people for attending  
●​ Acknowledge anyone who made the gathering possible 
●​ Closing prayer (if desired) 

 
 
 
 

If you would like more or different questions, visit this link. 
To learn more about facilitating a book club discussion, visit this link. 
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https://paulcramactor.com/35-questions-for-engaging-nonfiction-book-club-conversations/
https://bookclubs.com/blog/how-to-run-a-book-club-discussion

